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Back To Reality
By ROBERT GORE, Financial Editor

T

he Straight Line Logic site spends little time discussing and analyzing central banks’ policies. Some of the media’s preoccupation
with central banks reflects an ideological endorsement of command and control SLL does not share. There are people, mostly welleducated, who actually believe that economies with millions of producers, consumers, and businesses, engaging daily in billions of transactions,
can be directed by a group of central bank bureaucrats manipulating
short-term interest rates and exchanging the government’s debt for their
own fiat debt Historically Efficacious Government and Central Bank
Control of Economies is an even shorter book than The Humility of Donald Trump. The titles of both are longer than the contents, but while faith
in central banks waxes and wanes, it never dies. Some of the aforementioned preoccupation is journalistic and analytical laziness: it’s easier to
speculate and report on central bank statements and policies than it is to
determine what’s actually going on with an economy.

Straight Line Logic devoted two paragraphs to the Fed’s latest move, and the thrust of those paragraphs was that
markets had already marked up rates for a substantial segment of borrowers, starting about six months ago, and the
Fed, as it usually does, was following the market. The Fed’s zero rate federal funds target took short terms rates
lower than they would have been absent that Fed policy. Europe and Japan’s negative interest rates are an even
greater distortion from free market rates. However, the global economy was burdened with more debt than it could
sustain back in 2008, when the Fed kicked off the global central banks’ easy credit campaign. That excess of debt
ensured that interest rates would remain low by historical standards (for the most creditworthy borrowers), whether
central banks intervened or not.
Credit expansion and contraction have two constituent elements: psychology and hard economic reality, and the
former is more important than the latter. From too indebted in 2008, the global economy has gone to an even more
indebted extreme, led by governments and central banks. The change from debt expansion to debt contraction is not
based on some hard ratio of debt to ability to service it, but rather on the psychology of the herd changing from
optimism to pessimism.
By late last year it was objectively clear that crashing commodity prices, particularly oil, would impair the creditworthiness of commodity producers. Every debt is someone else’s asset. Fraying creditworthiness, given this accounting identity and the inextricably intertwined nature of credit in the debt-based global economy, will spread
from any significant part of the economy to other parts of the economy. Commodities qualify as a significant part of
the global economy. They are certainly a bigger sector than the US housing and mortgage-finance market was in
2008, and we need no reminder that the housing implosion turned into the global financial crisis. So it was also objectively clear late last year that deteriorating creditworthiness in commodities would not remain confined
to commodities. (Continued on page 2).

Our Future Has Been Commandeered
By Paul Rosenberg

W

e should be living in the time of humanity’s
greatest flower. But we’re not. Instead, we’re
stuck in a condition of permanent war, rising xenophobia,
endless fear, perpetual distraction, and suffocating conformity. Worse, we’re living inside of a surveillance state
that is morphing into something truly, truly evil.
I’m here to tell you that nearly all of this is artificial. We
have more than enough technology to be living among
the stars, to fill every hungry mouth on the planet, and to
meet nearly every human need.
We already know how to do all those things… and this
fact is demonstrably true.

And yet we sit immersed in fear, confusion, privation,
and even hate. And why? Mainly because the elites of our
civilization have demanded that we sacrifice our wills to theirs, and because most of us have silently complied.
We have space-age knowledge, yet we remain firmly under the domination of bronze-age rulership. And since these
rulers would be wiped away by the spread of space-age technologies, they have carefully contained them.
“Thou Mayest Not Go There”
As I write this, we are at the end of the year 2015. Back in 1968 – almost two generations ago – men traveled to the
moon. The next year, they landed there. This was well before microwaves, cell phones, and the Internet. It was even
before personal calculators. But right there, space travel was stopped in its tracks. In fact, it was first pulled back
and then stopped. No human has left Earth’s gravity since 1972.
Have we more technology than we did in 1968 – 47 years ago – or have we less?
Obviously we have far more and far better, but space technology has been commandeered and space has been
locked shut. Our future has simply been cut off. Does any reasonable person believe that it would be harder to go to
space now than it was before Kevlar and fiber optics and computers that didn’t fill an entire room?
And let’s be honest about this: That future was eliminated by the lords of our world because it would ruin their
game. Letting the cows out of the barn would severely undercut their interests.
Many of you should be reading my posts as you sail among the stars, or at least among planets, moons, and asteroid
belts. We have the technology… and we’ve have had it since the late 1960s. That’s not even debatable.
Requiem for the Internet
Before the Internet, nearly all information was forced to move through well controlled conduits. Exceptions to that
rule were mainly print newsletters. But then came the Internet, which allowed anyone to speak to everyone; it allowed information to move from individual to individual with no gatekeeper. That was a very large and very
significant change. (Continued on page 2).
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Anti-Christian is Anti-Feminism
By T. L. Davis

I

am working on a project that illustrates the issues
surrounding the Liberty/Patriot community. So, I
have been a bit distracted, but when I see the total oppression of Christians, it bothers me. Nowhere is this
oppression more documented than in China. If you
think this is just happening in China, you are misinformed. Despite the fact that our Commander In Chief
believes that he is a Christian, no one has done more to
promote Islam, than Barack Obama.
There comes a time, and I certainly have no idea when
that time arrives based on conversations with other
Christians, that the faith needs to defend itself, but I
don't think I would be out of line to suggest that it happens now. The nation is being infiltrated by Muslims
for a specific reason: to displace the voting habits of
Christians. One must not think of Christian vs Muslim,
when considering the idea of who to vote for, as there
are no Christian candidates. The understanding must be
that pro-Muslim candidates are necessarily antiChristian, anti-republic and anti-Constitution, because
whenever a large Muslim community exists, it invariably trends toward concepts of Shari law vs Constitutional law and that is a large societal chasm.
Those who have spoken of Women's rights, who now
speak in favor of Sharia Law, or Muslim selfdetermination, (which is how it is always promoted) is
ridiculous, it is contrary. A nation ruled by Sharia Law
is anti-feminist. It is more than the equivalent of setting
the Feminist agenda back a thousand years.
So, when I see Christianity being oppressed, I see the
values of women being suppressed. How any of these
so-called feminists can turn a blind eye to the oppression of Christians and believe that it is a good thing, is
beyond rational conclusion. The opposite is true. How
is it possible that in order to conform to a Democrat
agenda, these so-called feminists can support the
importation of Muslims, understanding the detrimental impact the Muslim society would have on
feminism, is mind-boggling.
I have always known that in the last instance, liberalism
would be at war with liberalism. To the extent that this
has not happened is a manipulation of one sector or
another, but it cannot last. Sooner, or later it comes
down to "nut-cuttin'" time and agendas have to be
squared. But, that will be the war that happens after
they have done away with the Constitutionalists, the
Survivalists, the Patriots.
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Best Wishes for a Blessed, Happy & Healthy New
Year!-From the staff of The Appalachian Messenger

The price good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men. - Plato
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Nevertheless, it has taken most of this year for the equity herd to get
the joke. It has watched the hole of Fed policy and not the doughnut of the
global economy and souring credit. Who says they don’t ring a bell at the
top? Credit markets have been clanging since mid year. Interest rate spreads
on commodity producers debt widened first, followed by financial stress and actual insolvency and bankruptcies in
that sector. The stress has spread. What is erroneously referred to as “contagion,” is actually a widening margin
call: deteriorating asset prices and shrinking economic activity pressure related industries, forcing cutbacks and
asset sales. This contraction has been reflected in financial markets, where deteriorating liquidity for lower-quality
credit of all issuers, not just commodity producers, has forced mutual funds and exchange traded funds that invest
in those credits, faced with surging redemptions, to either sell at fire sale prices or bar redemptions until, they hope,
prices improve.

Back To Reality
(Continued from page 1)

Markets are nothing if not bipolar, so the stock market staged a euphoric rally after the Fed announced its rate hike
Wednesday. However, with the Fed out of the way, it was back to the depressing reality of credit contraction and
the shrinking global economy. Thursday the market gave back the entire rally, and Friday the Dow closed down
367 points.
On a day-to-day basis, SLL makes no attempt to predict what markets are going to do. However, if the everchanging speculative psychology has switched from Fed-preoccupation to contemplation of the abysmal state of the
global economy and the ongoing credit carnage, the next two weeks may be “interesting” in the sense of that old
Chinese proverb. Many traders and institutions have already closed their books on the year and will not be transacting. Thus, a falling stock market may encounter even less buy-side liquidity than when the herd scatters during
“normal” market drops.
Or perhaps the market just meanders, or rallies. Nobody is infallible in these matters, which is why it’s best to stay
focused on economic and financial reality. Right now, regardless of what the stock market does before New Year’s,
that reality looks bleak.

Our Future Has Been Commandeered

(Continued from page 1)
To be honest about it, we got the Internet mainly
because the elites screwed up. They could have bottled
it up, but they simply failed. (They are not smarter than
we are.) Sure, other people would have written an Internet-type of communications protocol soon enough, but
that kind of slow rollout would have given the bosses
time to limit the technology and keep some bottlenecks
in place.

www.carolinareadiness.com
• Bulk & Freeze Dried Food
• Berkey Water Purifiers
• First Aid Kits
• Canning Supplies
• Non-electric Items
• Camping Supplies

• Knives & Tactical Gear
• Quick Clot
• Lodge Cookware
• Aladdin Oil Lamps
• Grain Mills
• Sun Ovens

CAROLINA READINESS SUPPLY
“By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”
Benjamin Franklin

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jan 12—Cherokee NC ARES Formal Meeting, Murphy, NC, 7 pm. Our regularly scheduled
second Tuesday meeting at the Robert Penland Senior Center, 69 Alpine Street (behind the
courthouse) in Murphy.
Jan 13—The Well Armed Woman, Georgia Mountain Chapter, Hiawassee,GA 5 p.m. A
women’s group dedicated to educating, equipping & empowering women gun owners. For
more information please contact Carrie Brekke at practicalpistoltraining@gmail.com.
Jan 14—The Well Armed Woman, Murphy, NC, 6 p.m. A women’s group dedicated to educating, equipping
& empowering women gun owners. Meeting at Christian Martial Arts Center, 56 Valley River Ave, downtown
Murphy.
Jan 16—Cherokee NC ARES Social Brunch, Murphy, NC, 10 am. Our regularly scheduled meeting on the
3rd Saturday each month. This is an opportunity for a social gathering and it will not involve any formal presentations or training. All those interested in amateur radio or just a good meal and fellowship are invited to attend.
XYLs welcome! Meeting at Main Street USA, Hiwassee St., downtown Murphy.

Now, after a couple of decades, the Internet has been
substantially retaken by the elites. Already, nearly everything is being funneled into Google and Facebook,
both of whom have whored themselves out to the rulers.
It will probably be a matter of a few years until unapproved content starts to be pushed out. Matt Drudge, for
example, claimed recently that a Supreme Court justice
told him so personally.
Putting information back into controlled channels is
massively in the interest of the rulers, and there is no
one to oppose them. Their populations are among the
most compliant in all of human history.
On top of that, the Internet is already a surveillance system, with the aforesaid Google and Facebook being major components of it. Since Snowden, that’s not debatable either.
Worse, that surveillance system (that is, the Internet) is
quickly being turned into the most effective manipulation system in all of human history. In other words, the
Internet has been more than commandeered; it has been
weaponized and turned against its users.
I could go on, but I won’t: More facts won’t change
more minds. Opposition to these truths is psychological,
not intellectual.
It’s All About Will
We can have our future back, but only if we stop laying
our minds and wills at the feet of rulers… rulers whom
most of us acknowledge to be liars and thieves, by the
way.
So long as we reflexively obey the people who stole our
future, they will never, ever give it back. And why
should they? That future isn’t in their interests, and so
long as everyone obeys them, why should they change?
In the end, it comes down to the issue of will: Do we
believe that we have a right to live and act according to
our own minds? Or do we simply evade such considerations?
The usual unexamined slogans (“We have to work
through our democratic institutions.”) merely lock us
into place as will-less cogs in a hierarchy that hasn’t
changed in any of our lifetimes. Truthfully, it’s just obscured slavery: “Pay attention to the flashing lights and
keep doing as we say.”
There are answers to all our problems, and we are more
than capable of reclaiming our future. But that will
never happen if we keep surrendering our wills to the
same elites who took it from us.
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The only difference between the Government and the Mafia is that the Mafia actually makes a profit.
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